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  Introduction

Welcome to the Public law module guide. Public law is a fascinating and challenging 
subject area which will give you the chance to engage with fundamental issues 
affecting how law works in the context of democratic government in the United 
Kingdom. In this chapter we will consider how public law differs from other law 
subjects as well as looking briefly at the structure and content of the chapters of the 
module guide.

Finally, we will briefly review study skills for public law and the structure of the 
examination.

Essential reading
 ¢ Le Sueur, Sunkin and Murkens, Part 1: Constitutional fundamentals (see Section 

1.3 ‘Textbooks’, below). 
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1.1 How public law differs from other law subjects

In the course of studying law modules students will normally approach their studies 
on the basis of dealing with one topic at a time. After achieving some understanding of 
a topic, they will move on to the next one, only returning to it at the revision stage.

When studying public law, however, it is very important to develop as soon as possible 
a sense of how the different elements fit together. Topics such as the rule of law and 
parliamentary supremacy will be relevant in a variety of different contexts as a wide 
range of public law topics are studied.

The political dimension of public law will often be a challenge for students. 
International students may feel that they lack an understanding of British politics and 
political institutions but this can be remedied by making use of newspaper websites 
such as the Guardian, The Times and the Daily Telegraph, as well as the BBC website. 
Inevitably, students will find that their studies of public law make them more sceptical 
of journalists’ interpretations of the legal implications of politicians’ actions.

1.2 Content of individual chapters of the module guide

Each chapter will contain an introduction setting the scene. Brief descriptions of the 
law will follow, accompanied by a variety of activities. The activities will usually require 
you to follow links to a variety of different websites, including:

 u www.parliament.uk

 u www.legislation.gov.uk

 u www.judiciary.gov.uk

 u www.gov.uk/government/organisations/cabinet-office.

In addition, reading case reports and other material on LexisLibrary or Westlaw will be 
important.

In response to the material on the internet, a variety of questions will be given. Some 
of them will be straightforward factual questions to which there is only one correct 
answer. Other questions will ask you to consider your own personal responses to 
the material and the wider issues discussed. At the end of the module guide answers 
are provided to the activities. In response to some questions, the answer will state 
‘Students will form their own views’. The author may also include his own personal 
views, but the intention is to challenge you to respond ‘But I think…because…’.

Audio presentations are also referred to within the chapters and can be listened to on 
the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE), or the scripts can be read instead.

The weblinks provided are subject to change. If a link is no longer working please use 

the title or other information given to search for its new address.

1.3 Textbooks

Core textbook
 ¢ Le Sueur, A., M. Sunkin and J.E.K. Murkens Public law: text, cases and materials. 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016) third edition [ISBN 9780198735380].

Statute book
 ¢ Core statutes public law & civil liberties 2017-18 (Palgrave Macmillan).

Further reading
 ¢ Bogdanor, V. The new British constitution. (Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2009) 

[ISBN 9781841136714].
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